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and women are wrong, and the rules of human
conduct which the processes of evolution have
developed for the individual must be applied to
them also. It is no answer to assert the theoretical
infallibility of the State to us who possess the
record of history. To acquiesce in its sin, to judge
of it by criteria other than those of individual
action, is to place authority before truth- The
sovereignty of the State will pass, as the divine
right of kings has had its day. It has been no
more than a sword forged in one of the mightiest
of political conflicts. It has been a victorious
sword but it must be replaced by newer weapons.
No dogma can hope for immortality since we live
in an age of readjustment and of reconstruction.
There is an etching of Brangwyn's in which the
artist has depicted the break-up of a discarded
vessel. It lies on its side, dominating the picture*
It overawes by its impressiveness, by its suggestion
of a mighty past. One sees it as a stage in the
evolution of sea-craft, a vessel which, in its day,
was a very giant of human invention. Then it
enabled those who piloted it through unknown and
uncharted seas to do voyage of service and dis-
covery. But it is at length cast aside. Vessels
built on principles more consonant with modern
knowledge take its place. So, with its past
splendour borne clearly in mind, it is held to have
served its purpose. What it has been, what it has
accomplished, is remembered by those who plan
the evolution of that science of which it is part;